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This is a local news-driven
section. If something catches your
attention that would be of interest
to local boaters, send it along to
samb@pacificyachting.com.
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First Nations Co-management of Foreshore Proposed for Pender Harbour
For more than a decade now,
Pender Harbour property
owners have been living under
a moratorium on foreshore
tenures and docks. Elsewhere in
B.C., foreshore tenures are based
on standardized federal and
provincial regulations that may
be burdensome, but barring
environmental concerns (and
areas where private docks are
not permitted), they give waterfront owners relative certainty
in being able to obtain tenure to
build docks.
In April of this year, however,
the Provincial Government and
the Sechelt Indian Band (SIB)
jointly released a draft dock
management plan that would
impose a different set of significantly more onerous parameters
for Pender Harbour.
The plan was developed
behind closed doors by the
two parties with no input from
local property owners or any

of the local, non-Aboriginal,
government bodies—and it has
waterfront owners crying foul.
The draft plan is too lengthy to
detail here, but it would divide
the harbour into four zones with
separate constraints for each (including no new tenures in one).
It would also impose a number
of new requirements, including
hiring various “qualified professionals” and forcing the removal
of many existing docks. Property
owners say the draft plan will
lower property values and
neither the government nor the
SIB have provided any scientific
reasoning for the zones.
At an overflow town hall
meeting, angry waterfront
owners questioned why the
government had singled out
Pender Harbour for discriminatory treatment. They questioned
what was wrong with the current province-wide regulations
and why the community and

property owners were excluded
while the plan was being formulated.
The Pender Harbour Working
Group has stated: “There are
several existing policies, both
federal and provincial, that are
in use within British Columbia
and they provide guidelines to
ensure crown land is used for
the purpose intended by all
citizens of British Columbia. We
are fundamentally opposed to
implementing major changes to
existing province-wide policies
by the creation of a new policy
that is specifically targeting
Pender Harbour, but so far
has only received input from
one stakeholder [the SIB]. We
suggest that the existing policy
documents guiding provincewide land and dock management be updated instead.”
The proposed Dock Management Plan appears to be another example of the Provincial

Government’s new way of doing
business in lieu of settling Aboriginal land claims. If approved,
it would set a co-management
precedent for the entire coast
of B.C.
In July of 2014, at an historic
gathering at the SIB’s Sechelt
longhouse, Chief Calvin Craigan
stated: “We will assert our right
to overcome the provincial
jurisdiction. The province will
have no more say in how they
run our land, how they manage
our resources. They will have no
more say in the foreshore, they
will have no more say in the
water rights, they will have no
more say in how forest tenures
are handed out. We have put
them on notice.”
For more information on local
opposition, visit penderharbourdockplan.com. For more information on the Dock Management Plan visit shishalh.com.
—Peter A. Robson
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